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Proy fir 118 Peace my Paruſalom : a Dey 
Ear e hat love thee. 


ſome learned Men, was intended 
to be ſung by the Few!ſh People, 
when all the T rihes, at the ap- 
pointed Feſtivals, came up to pay 


ce Worſhip at Jeruſalem. "Tis certain tlie 


Royal Penman "compoſed this ſacred Hymn 
after the Ark of Gov, that Pledge and Te- 
ſtimony of the Divme, Favqur, was ſecurely 
placed in the' holy City; 70h her (ſays he, 
ver. 4.) the tribes g 2% the tribes of the 
Lorn, unto the Teſtimony (i. e. the Ark of 


che T eſtimony) 2 7 frael 40 e thanks unto 
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for general Uſe; particularly the Direction of 
the Text, to pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, 
is wiſely accommodated to a Seaſon of Na- 
tional Worſhip, as it is well calculated to im- 
preſs upon the Minds of the People Juſt Sen- 
timents of Piety and Virtue. 


Tur inſpired Leader of the Tribes of 1, 
racl could not but improve to the beſt Pur- 
poles, the general Appearance of his Subjects 
at Feriiſalem. The Minds of the Multitude, 
who had left their Habitations, and ceaſed 
from their. common Employments, were now 
diſengaged; and, as they were celebrating 
thoſe Soleinnitiez for Which G0 PD had re- 
quired a peculiar Regard, their Hearts exult- 
ing with an holy Joy, may well be ſuppoſed 
more than uſually, open to the Impreſſions of 
Religion. No Juncture could be more proper 
to remind the People of a pious Regard to 
the Tranquility, of the Nation, and how near- 
ly their own Happineſs was, concerned in the 
Welfare of the Publick. 

Pray for- the Peace 9% Denen 2 Th ey 
foal PROS. that love 85-5 


4 


iT, 1 135 . . 7251 Koga Paid to 


to God our Saviour. 17 5 1 ſays 

the Apoſtle, that firſt o 555 applications, pray- 

ers, intercgſions and giving of thanks-be made for 

| all men : for kings," and. for all that are in au- 
_ „5 BDOraey, 
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rhority, that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life, 1 all godlineſs and oneſty. For this | 


4s, good and acceptable in the fight of God our 


To implore Protection is a ſuitable Ac- 
knowledgment of Dependance; and to pay the 
grateful Return of Praiſe, a juſt Debt of 
Gratitude for being defended and-made happy. 
Thus, to become Supplicants ro Him who/e 
kingdom - ruleth over all, is the molt effec- 
tual Method to procure Safety, from whence 
alone Safety can be procured :' for except the 
Lord keep the city, no Vigilance or Care can 
be effectual, the watchman wakethibut in vain. 
_ Great Communities, as well as private Per- 
ſons, owe their Tranquillity and Prefervation 
to that Gop, who alone is governor among the 
SHAHID ac to. $00308at-gnt aratarl 

Taz ſolemn Invocation of the Divine Pro- 
tection, enjoined both in the Old Teſtament 
and the New, is not only intended to procure 
publick Happineſs from Heaven; but as an 
effectual means to fill the Mind of every Sub- 
ject with an undiſſembled Regard to the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Nation: ſo true, ſo ge- 
nuine a Love to his Country, as to admit of 
a direct Appeal to the great Searcher of 
Hearts, in, ardent Supplications ,to,, confirm 
hoſe. honeſt. Wiſhes, , and eſtabliſn what his 


b 3. 


v1 toi) 
Soul 0 deſires. G 
. 515 


Ce Diſſimulation be more effectually pre- 
vented; can the Sentiments of publick Vir- 
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tue be more ſtrongly excited in the Mind, 
than by thus ſolemnly invoking the Divine 
Bleſſing, and making the Peace and Happi- 
neſs of a Community the Subject of a ſerious 
Addreſs to Gop; to that Omniſcient and Al- 


mighty Being, who cannot be deceived, and 
who will not now inſulted. ? 


Nor can it be eaſily ſuppoſed, ſome very 1 
abandoned Characters excepted, that Men 
would offer Petitions to their Maker, for the 
Quiet and Happineſs of che Nation, when 
they intended to leſſen its Felicity, or diſturb 
its Peace; and thus, to the Guilt of being de- 
fective in Love and Duty to their Country, 


add the high Offence, of cen and affront- 
ng GOD. | | 


Kors DES the Influence of this Sanne Au- 
vocation, the inſpired Prince, as a farther In- 
ducement to Sincerity, juſtly repreſents the 
cloſe Connection between publick and private 
Happineſs; and that Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
obliges particular Members to promote the 
Advantage of the general Body to which they 
are united. Pray for the Peace of e e 
* boy JM. e that love thee. 


| Pract; eſpecially in the on Teſtament, | 
is an expreffive Word that includes in it all 
the Comforts and Bleſſings of the preſent Life, 


every thing that contributes to the Happinels 
as well as the Quiet of Mankind. It is by no 
means intended barely to expreſs a ſtipulated 
ds of Injuries between neighbouring 


States. | 
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States. Quarrels may be compoſed Abroad, 
and different Nations live with each other 
in {tri Amity, while inteſtine Diſcords breed 
Perplexities at Home, and various Inſtances of 
Wickedneſs diſturb the Publick Peace. Internal 
Diſtempers as effectually deſtroy the Body Poli- 
tick, as Violence from without. To pray there- 
fore for the Peace of Feruſalem, includes in it 
every honeſt Endeavour to promote the ge- 
neral Proſperity as well as Quiet of the Nation, 
with which private Happineſs is cloſely con- 
nected; Ti "bey ſhall proſper woes love thee. 


Ir may be proper upon: this OO; 


L Firſt, Briefly to illuſtrate his: general 
Propoſition, That private Proſperity de- 
pends upon promoting l Peace and 


Welfare. 


II. Hern, To mention ame of they more 
important Inſtances, in which the Hap- 
pineſs of the Publick, and of courſe our 
own, may be moſt ſuccefßfully advanced. 


Axbp in the firſt Place, we are briefly to 
illuſtrate this general Propoſition, That pri- 
vate Proſperity depends en Pg the 
publick Peace and Welfare. l 


. 


Ir Individuals, regardleſs of theiQgier and: 
Safety of the Community, onee imagine they 
can tolerably. fubſiſt, much fore if they flatter 
chemſelves with Proſpects of (private Advan- 
rages, nee any Concern for the Publick 


great 
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great Miſchiefs will certainly enſue, by the 
juſt Diſpoſition of Providence, as well to theſe 
vain Projectors themſelves, as to their Were 
Country; | 


 Soctery is a amb of Maw united 1 
good Offices, and firmly cemented by the faith- 
ful Diſcharge of mutual Obligations. If any 
of its Members withdraw themſelves from the 
neceſſary Duties of a ſocial Condition, ſo far 
muſt the general Happineſs, which ariſes from 
the honeſt Contributions of particular Perſons, 
be ſenſibly diminiſh'd. As Society at firſt was 
formed upon a mutual Compact, ſtrictly to 
obſerve thoſe Rules and Laws that are appoint- 
ed for the common Safety: ſo when one Man, 
preferring Proſpects of private Advantage to 
the publick Good, ſhall be guilty of any Vio- 
lence or Injuſtice to his Neighbour ; this 
Breach of Faith naturally deſtroys Confidence, 
and provokes Repriſals. Every injured Mem- 
ber thinks himſelf by this Treatment diſcharg- 
ed, as to the Offender at leaſt, of his Part of 
che original Contract; which, though it was 


never formally ſtipulated, muſt «aroma ne- 
e be underſtood to be; mutual. HA” 


Axpo as theſe 88 ſelfiſn — 2 
pily increaſe, firſt Coldneſs, Jealouſies and 
Diſregard, then mutual Injuries, Diſcord 
and Confuſion will, in proportion, every where 
increaſe. When the growing force of bad 
Examples has univerſally ſpread an infectious 
Influence; when this unſocial Conduct becomes 
the general. Practice, Society is at length diſ- 

Is ſolved; 
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ſolved; and the great Advantage of an ho- 
neſt, friendly Conjunction, entirely deſtroyed: 
The Safety, Comfort, and Pleaſure of mutual 
kind Aſſiſtance, in chis miſerable Exchange, 


muſt be ſucceeded by a conſtant Dread, and 
Retaliation of Injuries. 


Non is it enough und that thi Crimes 
of each individual Perſon contribute ſome- 
thing to the groſs Sum of Miſchief : For as 
the Number of uſeleſs, wicked Members in 
any Society increaſes ; the Strength, the Peace, 
the Happineſs of that Society unavoidably leſ- 
ſen and decay. Evil may be leſs remarkable 
when it is gradual:; but Ruin is not the leſs 
certain in the Event for advancing by flow 
degrees. The: Advice, therefore, in the Text, 
is founded in true Policy as well as Religion; 


Pray for the Peace of e 14 ny ſhall 
fan per: that love ae 517 35 


As to . manner rf expreſling this Love to 
our Country, little can be ſaid peculiar to the 
preſent Solemnity; becauſe little remains for the 
well-intended Societies here preſent to perform; 
very little beſides that which I truſt every Mem- 
ber of them will continue to perform, — pray 
for the Peace of Feruſalem; and carefully ex- 
hibit to his Neighbours the uſeful Influence of 
a good Example. The Difficulties attending 
the Execution of ſome Laws, and the artful 
Diſtinctions invented to evade the Force of 
others, have made it neceſſary to engage more 
effectual Aſſiſtance than theſe laudable Societies 
can give, for oppoſing the ſtrong Torrent of 


pre- 
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prevailing Wickedneſs ; and pony a ſtop to 
the growing Contempt of all Authority, di- 
vine and human. 400 i 


To reſtrain theſe increaſing Enormities is 
become a general Concern. Every Man who 
loves his Country, muſt exert himſelf, accord- 

ing to the Station Providence has allotted him, 
in this neceſſary Service. If private Endea- 
vours are not ſufficient, proper Repreſentations 
ſhould be made to the higher Powers. It is 
the Happineſs of Briti/h Subjects to hve un- 
der a Government that, from the Nature of it, 
is always open to Information, and 'defirous 
to aſſiſt in uſeful Deſigns: of this a late In- 
ſtance, which gives a fenfible Pleaſure to every 
virtuous Mind, is, among many others, a con- 
vincing Proof; where one wholſome Law has, 
to a great degree, put a ſtop to à moſt de- 
ſtructive Vice, that with a ſwift progreſs was 
enervating the Strength, debauching the Mo- 
rals, and ſhortning the Lives of fo many Thou- 
ſands of the People. eee 


T Is impoflible, within the Compaſs of a 
ſhort Diſcourſe, to enumerate all the Parti- 
culars wherein this Love to our Country may 
be advantageouſly expreſs'd. It may anſwer 
what was propoſed in the 


II. Second Place, if we mention ſome of 
the more important Inſtances, not unſuitable 
to the preſent Occaſion. at! 


Nox 
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Nox can we begin more properly, than 
with that great Article, which having the 
. of the life that . now ts, as well as 
of that which 1s to come, lays the only 
fure Foundation for the whole of human 
Happineſs. The Belief and Practice of true 
Religion, 1s not more require to the Salva- 
tion of individual Perſons, in a future State; 
than it is neceſſary to the Peace and Welfare 


2 * 129 an 11 » J | . 
of National Communities in the preſent. 


A ConvicTion of the Exiſtence of an 


all-wiſc, powerful, and gracious Being, whoſe 
providential Care ſuperintends the Aris of 
the Univerſe, adds ſolid Pleaſure to the more 
proſperous Parts of Life, and adminiſters the 
moſt effectual fupport in the. gloomy Days of 
Trouble and Adverſity. Religion renders ever) 
Mind, that regularly feels its Influence, happy 
in it ſelf, and deſirous, upon all Occaſions, of 
communicating Happineſs to others. To pray 
for the Peace of Feruſalem, is to pray for, and 


promote, what is ſo greatly conducive to it, the | 


ſucceſsful Progreſs of Religion. This im- 
proves and heightens every good Diſpoſition, 
checks and reſtrains all thoſe that are irregular 
and hurtful: A ſerious Perſwaſion, founded 
upon the ſubſtantial Evidence of the Chriſtian 
Faith, that all the Sons of Men are account- 


able for every part of their Conduct to an Om- 


. 


niſcient and Almighty ) odge; is, beyond Diſ- 
pute, the moſt powerful Reſtraint upon Wick- 


edneſs ; and the certain Proſpect of a future 
Recompence, the moſt prevailing Encourage- 
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ment to practiſe Virtues the moſt difficult or 
hazardous. 


Tris, juſt Perſuaſion of a future State 
gives the ſtrongeſt Sanction to human Laws; 
as it ſecures Obedience, not only for wrath, but 
_ alſo for conſcience-ſałke. And in thoſe nume- 
rous Inſtances of Behaviour, to which no hu- 
man Laws can poſhibly extend, the Authority 
of God alone Can certainly n the Wick 
edneſs of Men. All the ſecret Villany that 
wounds in private, all thoſe Works of Dark- 
neſs that lie concealed from human Eyes, and 
eſcape the Force and Terror of the Laws, are 
moſt effectually reſtrained by a dread of Pu- 
niſhment from that Almighty Being, before 
whom there is no darkneſs, where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themſelves: to him darkneſs 
and light are beth alike, Moreover, without 
a juſt "Sens of Religion, what avail the moſt 
ſolemn Oaths? and yet how neceſſary are 
theſe Appeals to Heaven, for the Preſervation 
of Government, for the regular Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice, — for the Security of the 


Reputation, ee app. F 9 the Sub- 
Jects ? 


THE greateſt and moſt powerful Lawgivers, 
attempt nothing farther, than to regulate the 
outward Actions of Mankind : But the juſt 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, weed out 
and deſtroy thoſe vitious Inclinations; which 
are the Roots and Source of Evil; and im- 


plant in their room the contrary Diſpoſitions 
of Virtue and Goodneſs, 


IN 
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IN ſhort, the gracious Creator, whoſe ten- 


der mercies are over all his works, intending 
the Happineſs of the Sons of Men; has made 
1t their Duty, as well as Intereſt, to promote 
that Happineſs. With this merciful. Deſign, 
Piety towards Gop, a devout Adoration, a re- 
verential Love, and Obedience to the great 
Maker and Governor of the Univerſe, are en- 
joined, not only as Duties reſulting from the 
Nature of the Divine Being, and the numerous 
Obligations laid upon Mankind; but as the 
moſt ſure Means of adminiſtring durable Tran- 
nne and ſubſtantial Pleaſure. 8 


Wirth the ſame Ve” wag View, it is not 
only commanded in the ſacred Writings, as an 
Inſtance of Duty and Religion towards God; 

but loudly proclaimed by the general Voice of 
of Nature, — that he who loves Gop, ſhould 
love his brother alſo. The Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of Man himſelf, the Paſſions of his 
Mind, that Benevolence and Pity implanted in 
his Nature, — his numerous Wants and Dan- 
gers, and the Inſufficiency of the Attempts of 
-any one Perſon, to provide for his own Sub- 
ſiſtence or Security, evidently ſhew that Men 


were intended for the mutual good Offices of 
Society; and that united endeavours, by friend- 


Aſſiſtance, ſhould attain that Safety, and 
5 agreeable Accommodations, Which pri- 
vate and unaſſiſted Perſons could never ac- 


quire. And thus as Numbers happily, accom- 


pliſh, what diſunited Individuals never could 
obtain, a ſure Foundation is laid, in private 
Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, for all the uſeful Duties of a ſocial 
Condition. Religion, pure and undefiled reli- 
gton, carries this Regard beyond the Rules of 
ſtrict Juſtice ; and with tender Sympathy, and 
generous Compaſſion, vi ſits and relieves tbe fa- 
therleſs and the widow. 


IN every View therefore, either as Religion 
calms and regulates the Paſſions ; removes all 
dark and gloomy Fears; inſpires the nobleſt 
Hopes; leads us to adore, to truſt, to imitate 
the moſt excellent, merciful, perfe& Being ; 
or as, by all the Arguments of Duty and Re- 
ward, Religion powerfully recommends Juſtice 
and Fidelity, Truth and Honour, Generoſity, 
Bounty and Compaſſion; as it renders every 
Man that feels its Force an uſeful Neighbour, 
a faithful Friend, a good Subject; in ſhort, as 
pure Religion, faithfully embraced, produces 
all thoſe amiable Virtues that adorn a moral 
Character, and contribute to the Safety, Orna- 
ment, and Happineſs of the preſent and future 
State of Man; it becomes, with great Pro- 
priety, the Object of our chief regard. And to 
pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, and offer Sup- 
plications for the Publick Welfare, muſt im- 
ply an earneſt Deſire, with ſuitable Endea- 
vours, that Religion, the Baſis and Support of 
Government, the neceſſary Means of preſerv- 
ing Order and Tranquillity in the Nation, 
may conſtantly exert its Force, and ſpread its 
uſeful Influence over the- Minds of all the 
People. 1 | 


THE 
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= - 


Tux many Advantages and even Neceſſity of 
Religion is, in Theory and Speculation, pretty 
generally acknowledged: it is however, a ſe- 
vere Misfortune, that no more care is taken 
to practiſe and recommend, what, upon the 
{trongeft Reaſon, is allowed ſo greatly uſeful. 
If Religion be, as certainly it is, ſo extreme- 
ly beneficial, ſo truly neceſſary; Why are no 
more ferious Pains employed, to propagate and 
ſupport the Belief and Practice of it? 
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Wurd a Man finds, in what happens to 
himſelf, the pernicious Effects of the Neglect 
or Contempt of Religion; when hardy Vil- 
lains endeavour with audacious Perjury (and 
would to God that fatal Crime were leſs fre- 
quent!) to deprive him of his Property, to 

injure his Reputation, or even affect his Life; 
when this comes home to a Man, and he ſen- 
fibly feels in his own "Caſe, the dreadful Miſ- 
chiefs that proceed from the Want of Reli- 
gion; he cannot but then with that religious 
rinciples were duly inculcated, and had their 
proper Influence; and in particular, that the 
ſolemn Command of God, Thou ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt thy nerghbour, was treated 
with more regard. And when it is found, 
that one Step of Profaneneſs and Impiety leads 
to another, it will then be acknowledged, that 
thoſe impious Freedoms taken with the awful 
Name of God, in dreadful Oaths and wicked 
Imprecations, too naturally end in an inſolent 
Defiance of the Almighty upon more :folemn 
Occaſions; and that it muſt greatly contribute 
| . HS 
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to the publick Peace and Happineſs, if Men 
would ſeriouſly remember, that GoD himſelf 
hath ſaid, Ye ball not fear by my name falſely, 


—neither ſhalt thou profane the name of 7 
God: I am the Lord, Lev. xix. 12. 


TIs the ſame in every other Inſtance of 
Fraud or Wickedneſs, which roceeds from, 
that fruitful Source of Miſchief. Ignorance, or 
diſregard of the Principles of true Religion. 
Men that feel theſe Effects, behold ſuch Crimes 
with anxious Aſtoniſhment, when it is too late 
do prevent the Commitiion of them. But how 
unhappy is it, that Matters of this great Im- 
portance are then only conſidered duly, when 
the Miſchief has taken ſuch deep Root, as to 
be lamented, but hardly cured? _ 


Tur Belief and Practice of true Religion, 
is of that vaſt moment, as to demand an early 
and a conſtant Care. If Parents and Maſters, 
Heads of Families, and Perſons in higher Sta- 
tions and more Influence, will apply their ear- 
neſt Endeavours, ſupported by that prevailing 
Argument a good Example, both in the private 
and publick Worſhip of God; we may then 
hope, by the Divine Bleſſing, to ſee thoſe hap- 
py Days, when, Mercy and Frith ſhall meet to- 
gether, righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each other; 
when the ſalvation of the Lord ſhall be ſeen nigh 
them that fear him, and glory 2 80 dwell in 


our land. 


Bur, py ov another Particular, that near- 
ly concerns the publick Peace, is to preſerve 
a 


a due reſpect for Government, and yield a re- 
gular Obedience to lawful Authority. 
40; Fiss ii bas 101591093) 35910 | 


Tur Mind being furniſhed with the Prin- 


ciples of Religion, from a Soil ſo well culti- 


vated, it is natural to expect a plentiful Har- 
veſt of good Works. A good Chriſtian will 
always prove a good Subject. A. Mind accuſ- 


tomed to feverence and adore the ſupreme 


Governor of the World, is naturally prepared 
to yield Submiſſion to thoſe ſubordinate Rulers, 
which his Providence, for the good of Man- 
kind, has wiſely appointed. Thoſe, who have 


ſenſe of Duty, Honour the King. 


THis reverential Regard and Honour in- 


cludes in it much more than a meer conſtrained 


Obedience, for fear of Puniſhment. Stations 


of Authority and Power, in the Reaſon of the 


Thing, and for the Benefit of the Community, 
give a juſt Claim to ſubmiſſive Reſpe& and 
Eſteem : Hence, in the New Teſtament, not 
only Obedience is enjoined, but this ſuperior 
Regard is required, as a juſt Debt; Render to all 


their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 


to whom cuſtom, fear. to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour, Rom. xiii. 7. 
SociETY cannot ſubſiſt without Laws: 
and Laws are then only uſeful, when regu- 
larly obeyed, But if thoſe who make Laws, or 
the Perſons entruſted with' the Execution of 
them, are treated irreverently, or with diſeſteem: 


if wicked Attempts are uſed to bring upon the 
A C Rulers 


oy learnt to fear Gop, will, from a juſt 
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Rulers of a Nation the Contempt of the Peo- 
ple; the natural deſtructive conſequence of this, 
muſt be great Contempt and Diſregard for 
thoſe Laws, however uſeful in themſelves, 
which are enacted or enforced by an Authority, 
that will ſoon be ſlighted and deſpiſed, when it 
is once render'd contemptible. | 


Tux fame Reaſons that are aſſigned for the 
Original Conſtitution and Appointment of Go- 
vernment in general, conclude, as ſtrongly, for 
rreating the governing Powers with due Obe- 
dience and Reſpect. For if it be requiſite in 
every Society, that an Authority be 8885 
lodged to prevent Injuries, Wy decide 
rels, — to puniſh Offenders, and Reward Tote 
that deſerve well, — to conſult the Preſerva- 
tion, Safety, and Welfare of the whole Commu- 
nity; this Authority, ta render it effectual to 
theſe good Purpofes, muſt be held in eſteem, 
or, in other Words, muſt be confidered as Au- 
thority; and thoſe. who are inveſted with it, 
created with great Reſpect and Honour. T his 
evidently reſults from the Character idelf: IF 
The a father, where"is my bend; If. "4 be a 
maſter, where 18. my fear? Bl 


WIEN EV ER the Wen Rigs mots A is 
made of a contrary Behaviour, the Comm. 1 ity 

itſelf will ſuffer greatly. For as to the Hay pi- 
neſs of the Subject, there can be but little, f- 
ference between Haying RO Govesnment, z: II 
or a Government that is diſreſpected anc. di- 
obeyed. Upon ſad, Experience, it will appear, 
that the Miſchiefs of Diſorder and Con bon; 
will ſoon ſpread and Increaſe and they who 


4 COm- 
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commit ſuch unſocial Bnormities, will by their 
own -Sufferings certainly find, that a ma- 
licious tongue giueth 4 dea wound to bim 
that witereth reproach. Inſtead of chat Quiet 
and Protection which Government was intend- 
ed to ſecute, Inſults, Injuſtice, Perjury, and 
Wickedneſs of every ſize, will diſturb the pub- 


lick Peace, and, of courſe, diminiſh Proven 
MO a and Happineſs. : 


HN x it is, that the Holy Seriptures have, 
more than once, denounced the ſevereſt Judg- 
ments againſt this heinous Crime, which ſaps 
the very Foundations of All Government, and 
by robbing it of due Reſpect, deprives it of 
chat uſeful Influence, for which {Gonergment 
Was originally appointed. 1112 
FP mis Miſchief diffuſes ieſelf among cine 
ſmalleſt Communities. A on ſhould honour 
his father, and a ſervant his maſter; it is a re- 
-gard highly uſeful and proper! But a Servant 
or a San (it is tobe feared) will revile, with- 
aut Ceremony, a Matter or a Father, whom 


they have obſerved, inſulting or reviling a 
Character greatly Superior. And thus, by de- 


grees, muſt all Order and Government be to- 


tally loſt. But ſurely, if in a private Fami- 
ly, Eſteem and Deference ought to be paid to 


the Ruler of it; how much more powerful are 
the Reaſons why, the great Father of a People, 
poſſeſling the moſt uſeful Authority, ſhould 
always be treated withReverence and Honour? 


THe ill-natured Pleaſure of malicious Wit 
and contemptuous Ridicule, criminal againſt an 
Equal, much more ſo againſt Superiors, what 


B 2 ſeems 
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ſeems too little confidered, is purchaſed at an 
infinite Expence!. For the Lord knoweth how 
to reſerve the unjuſt againſt the day of judgment, 
but chiefly them that are preſumptuous and ſelf- 
willed, that deſpiſe government, and are not a- 


fraid'to ſpeak evil of dignities. Every Man who 


can ſeriouſly pray for the Peace of Feruſalem; 
every Man that wiſhes well to his Country, or 
to himſelf, will endeavour to Diſcourage and 
Suppreſs the malicious Spirit of Evil-ſpeaking, 
eſpecially when thus hurtfully directed; re- 
membring that it is a Divine Command, Than 


ſhalt not revile the Judges, nor ſpeak evil of the 


ruler of thy people. 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall mention but one Inſtance, 
more, wherein we may, as it becomes thoſe 


that pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, well ex- 
preſs our Love to our Country, and that is by 


endeavouring as much as poſſible to diſcourage 


Sloth and Idleneſs, and by giving all proper 
Encouragement to Labour and Induſtry. 


WERE Men prevailed upon o fear God, 
and honour the king, and with honeſt Diligence 
apply themſelves to Buſineſs, great Peace 
would be in the Land; and much Proſperity 
to thoſe, who, by accompliſhing ſuch real 
good Works, ſhew they truly love their Country. 

To this End, no Endeayours ſhould be want- 


ing to prevent thoſe deſtructive Vices of Sloth 
and Idleneſs, the fruitful Parents of Wicked- 


neſs of every Kind. 


EVN RV Man, who has either Humanity or 
Religion, who fears God or loves ag) 
muſ 


muſt be ſenſibly touch'd, when he obſerves ſo 
many lazy and diſorderly Perſons, mixed in- 
deed with ſome real Objects of ' Diſtreſs, 
abounding in all our Streets. As to the man- 
ner of providing a Remedy for this growing 
Evil, and what that Remedy muſt be, I would 
by no means pretend to preſcribe, Men of 
Wiſdom and Experience, it is to'be hoped, will 
fix upon the moſt eaſy and moſt effectual: 
Suffer me only, for the ſake of many of your 
Fellow-Creatures, who muſt come to ruin, as 
others have done before them, if in their youn- 
ger Years, when capable of Learning, they are 
not engaged in Buſineſs, or taught ſome uſe- 
ful Trade; for the ſake of the publick Peace 
and Safety, for God's fake and for your own, 
ſuffer me to recommend it to you, ſeriouſly to 
conſider of ſome proper Method to leſſen the 
Number of thoſe ſlothful, uſeleſs, hurtful Peo- 
ple, that fill every Quarter of the Town. 
T Is an Act of Compaſſion to real Objects, 
to check and reſtrain thoſe that are pretended. 
Poor Creatures in unaffected Diſtreſs meet with 
much leſs Relief; whilſt Charity is loaded with 
the unneceſſary Incumbrance of providing for 
thoſe, who are well able to provide for them- 
ſelves. © 18-5132 19164 AL 5 eraltl 
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n favourable Vears of Plenty, 13 


- which of late this Nation has been bleſſed, 
may be one Reaſon why this Affair is leſs re- 
garded, and the dangerous Inconveniencies too 
little provided againſt, as at preſent they are 
not ſo ſeverely felt. But ſhould Providence 
withhold the Dew of Heaven, and our Fields 
2187 | | _ yield 
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yield no Increaſe; ſhould Seaſons of Scarcity 
or Dearth come upon us, how much more 
numerous muſt the Poor become; when thoſe, 
who in the times of Affluence ſcarce maintain 
themſelves, are added to the preſent large Ac- 
count ? when, as the Prices of Proyiſions riſe, 
more People will be in Diſtreſs, and much 
fewer able to contribute towards ſupporting 
the Poor; when thoſe, who muſt {till be 
obliged to bear the Burthen, will find the De- 
mands for themſelves. and -Families greatly 
increaſing. Tis eaſy now to foreſee, as it will 
then be difncult to prevent, the many Incon- 
veniencies that muſt ariſe at ſuch an unhappy 
Scaſon; when Multitudes in Want, without 
ſufficient Hopes of Relief, may too eaſily re- 
ſolve upon ſome deſperate Attempts. But 
ſhould the Vears of Plenty be prolonged, and 
Providence continue to fill our Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs, yet ſtill many great Miſ- 
chiefs muſt proceed from the increaſing Num- 
ber of unemploy'd and diſorderly Hands. 


Tux open Appearance of Perſons, eſpeci- 
ally in the early Stages of Life, ignorant of 
Buſineſs, and wholly unemploy'd, is not only 
a. Prej udlice to a Nation, but a Scandal and 
e If Parents are unable to provide 
for the Inſtruction of their Children in ſome 
uſeful Trade or Occupation, the Publick, in 
all well regulated States, ſhould carefully ſup- 
ply that Defect. 


*T1s an Omiſſion greatly .cruel as well as 
prejudicial, to diſregard poor, young, helples 
Creatures of both Sexes; and in their 3 

ears 
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Years to conſign them over, at leaſt allow them 
to be ſeduced into Sloth and Wickedneſs ; to 
ſuffer their Ruin, in the very dawn of Life, 
when by proper Care and Diſcipline, they 
might, with ſo much Comfort to rhemſelves, 
Pleaſure to their Benefactors, and Service to 
their Country, be made induſtrious, honeſt, 
and uſeful Subjects. nn and 

Tun Strength and Riches of a Kingdom, 
do not ariſe meerly from the Number of the 
People; if many of them, like pernicious 
Drones in a Hive, become a Weight and Bur- 
then to the reſt; and, what 1s eil worſe, if 
the good Members of a Fir Ge injur'd and 
_ oppreſs'd by thoſe that are bad. True Policy, 

therefore, as well as common Humanity and 
Religion, recommends this neceſſary Care to 
prevent, as much as poflible, efpecially in 
younger People, that groſs Idleneſs, which is the 
Fountain and Occaſion of ſo many other Evils. 
TR Demands of Nature muſt be ſupplied, 
and if ſufficient Care be not taken to. compel 
thoſe idle Wretches, with which this Nation 
abounds, by Diligence and Induſtry, to acquire 
an, honeſt Maintenance, they ſoon fall into 
diſhoneſti Methods of getting it without La- 
bour. — Hence the Number of lewd abandon'd. 
Proſtitutes, that with the Shadows of the 
Evening walk abroad, and in Crowds infeſt 
your Streets; debaueh the Servants and the Sons 
of honeſt Men, and give occaſion to Wicked- 
nefs and Miſchiefs of various kinds. = Hence 
alſo the frequent Invaſions of Property; for 
they who have never been inur'd to Labour, or 
| e 3 taught 
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taught the ſober Arts of Induſtry and Fruga- 
lity, learn a bold Defiance of all Laws; and, 
having no regard to Juſtice, will much ſooner 
plunder an induſtrious Neighbour, than ho- 
neſtly work for their own Support. To pro- 
vide proper Employment for diſorderly Per- 
ſons, who will not find Buſineſs for themſelves, 
"_ becomes thoſe who pray: for the Peace 
lar 4 ; tis preventing much Wicked- 
nd Miſchief ; tis increafing the Strength 
5 Riches, as well as promoting the Peace 


and Security of the Kingdom. 


Poo 


WHEN we pray for the Peace of Yeruſa- 


lem, and offer Supplications for the publick 


Quiet and Safety, it naturally ſuggeſts ſuch 
uſeful Endeavours, by Religion, Loyalty, and 
honeſt Induſtry, to promote the Tranquillity | 
and Happineſs of the Nation. Thus diſcharg- 
ing the Duties we owe our Country, 'tis very 
certain we ſhall reap many great Advantages 
ourſelves — T hey ſhall proſper that love thee + 
— Greatly proſper! Thoſe who thus lauda- 
bly endeavour to promote Peace, --- the Ble 


fings of Peace will be upon them: Great 


Tranquillity 1. their own Minds, with a con- 
ſciofis Satisfaction ariſing from an Imitation 
of God himſelf, by promoting the Happineſs 
of Mankind —— The! important Aſſurance of 
the Favour and Protection of the God of Peace 
in this World, his Mercy and everlaſting Good- 
Neſs 1 in that which is to come. 


Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem: Thus aal 
they projper that love thee. 
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T1 on. A: Work of this Nature need not 
be further proved, Soo what has been ſaid 


with 
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with fo much Advantage upon that Subject by 
the Annual Reformation Sermons; as alfo by 
the excellent Author of the Male Duty of 
Man, who, in his Treatiſe of the Canſes 7 the 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable 
_ Paſſage : The Scandal, faith he, brought wpor 
Religion, as it was not contratted by the Fre- 
gularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſociated 
and common Crimes; ſaneither will it be removed 
by a few ſingle and private Reformations. There 
muſt be Combinations and publick: Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of 
Vice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which 

ſhe acquir d by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 


'THANKs be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederagies are now in Being, 
who make it a great Part of their Buſineſs to op- 
poſe aſſociated, as well as particular Offenders. 


Tue Societies for Reformation of Mapners are 
aper pe Kier eber 0 And the UEfal- 
neſs of ſuch Cenjederacies is viſibis from what 
has been actually brought about by means of 
the ſaid Societies, far beyond what, could have 
been” hoped for from, any private Endeavaurs. 
Multitudes, for thefe Forty: Je bare 
been proſecuted, and puniſhed” according to 
Law, 5 lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Ba wdy-houßes, SodorniticalHaugts, 
Common Gamiaghouſes; and other Biſordetly 

Houfes, have hee ſuppreficd and ſhutup 520d, 
.. ⁵ ̃ p ̃⅛ BER 
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the Streets very much purg d from the wretched 
Tribe of Aght-muailing Profiiriats and moſt de- 
teſt able $odemetess: Many young Mongtakers with 
lewd. Women, have, by their being brought-to 
timely, Shame: and }Prinifhmenty (been diſebu- 
raged, and turned (as we have rchſon to hope} 
from following ſuch Gaful Courſes, which often 
cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, 
Ge. and bting theniſelves to utter Ruin. Mere- 
cover, many Thauſands of goo Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughoutthe King- 
dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and pro- 
fane Perſons, to awaken them to a Senſe of 
their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many 


Perfons have, by the Bleffing of Go p, been 
brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; 
againſt the Inſtruments of awakening them 


out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 


them in their ſinful Courſes; yet have they 


afterwards bleſſed G ov for their Recovery, 


and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who 


had been ſerviceable to them therein. 


T uIs Undertaking, begun by a very few 
Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
the great Good which, by Gop's Bleſſing, has 
been done by the faid Societies, has very much 
animated their Endeavours. They likewiſe 


have been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Pro. 
clamations, Orders of Seffions, Prefentments of 


D2 Grand- 
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Grand-Juries in many Counties in' England ; 
by the Lord-Mayars. and Court of Aldermen 
of the City of el by many Sermons of 
the Right 1 the Biſhops, and 'other' 
eminent Divines, preached to 3 3 
and by the Writings of otlier learned Men; 

as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a conſi- 
derable Na of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and the Honourable Judges of England 


and Treland, and the N oy Serin 


Proteſtant Churches. 5 


1r kh be: confellad, That Profumiied nd 
Debauchery do very much abound, for Want 
of a more general and. hearty Concurrence i in 
this Work of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, 
in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Concern. 


Taz. faid Sei have 000 and 


been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Firſt of 


December 17355 to the Fi- 72 of December 
1736, divers ſorts of Offenders, 18. 


For Lewd and Diſorderly Praftices = - bar 
Sabbath-Breakers „ ms WP, + 


Including 20 > Butchers, zadicted at r Hicks s Hall for 
a Nuſance, in ſetting out Meat upon ſeveral Days, 
which being upon the Lord's Day, made it liable 
to the Complaint of the en. and were fin'd. 


TAE Total Nu mber of Perſons MM 
in or near London only, for ed and 
| 1 
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Profaneneſs, for Forty-two Years laſt paſt, are 
calculated at wont 19065 o. 


Tur have alſo deen altlung i in Willging | 
to Puniſhment ſeveral $odomirical Houſes, as 
well as divers Perſons for Sodomy, and Sodomi- 
tical Prattices, who have been proſecuted by 
the Direction, and at the EE 9 the Go- 
vernment. . 


{Bron ee chat have a juſt Zeal for the 
Honour of Go p and Chriſtian Religion ; who 
deſire to prevent the ſpreading of the Leproſy 
of Sin; who are unwilling to have their Chil. 
dren and other Relations, or their Friends and 
Servants, corrupted by ill Examples and wick- 
ed Allurements : Thoſe that ſincerely wiſh well 
to thoſe excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of 
Pietyand good Manners, the CHARITY Schools; 
and would be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſ- 
tian Inſtruction and pious Education that Chil- 
dren receive therein, mifcarry, through pre- 
vailing open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and 
a general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, laſtly, 
who: have any due Love to their Country, and 
would prevent a National Guilt, and thereby 
keep off National Judgments, cannot poſſibly, 
one would think, but heartily approve and aſ- 
ſiſt this uſeful Deſign for N ing ü 
neſs =_ een, 2 
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Now, Whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſſy 
inſinuated, That it is not Reformation 
which is intended, but the getting of Mo- 
ney from the Delinquents; and by ſack 
baſe and vile Reports have impoſed on 
ſome very well-meaning People: It is here- 
by declared to the World, That fuch a 
Charge upon theſe Societies is abſolutely 
falſe. It is allowed, that there have been 
ſome baſe and wicked Perſons (not en- 
gag'd, or in the leaſt concerned in this 
Work) who have extorted Money from Of- 
fenders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. 
But all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
by theſe Societies, (who, it is well known, 
have ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Perſons, 
and when diſcovered, have brought them 
to Puniſhment) nor do they know or be- 
lieve that any who are engag d with them 
are chargeable with ſuch vile Practices. 
And to prevent as much as is poſhtble, all 
Suſpicion of a e or Prin- 
_ ciple in any that act in the Buſmeſs of Re- 
formation, the GENTLEMEN concern d have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon 
it with their Friends, that thoſe who give 
Information againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, 
ſhould never receive that Part of the Pe- 
nalty which the Law allows the Inform-. 
er; and it has not come to their Know- 
leqdge, that any ſuch Perſon hath acted o- 
e Ws, ther- 


L314 

therwiſe. However, if at any Time here- 
after it ſhould happen, that any Perfon, 
ar Perſons, concern d in this good Deſign, 
_ thoutd be chargeable with any of the evil 
Practices before- mentioned, or even with 
taking the Reward which the Law allows 
them; it is humbly requeſted of all that 
are heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 


Fe Religion, that they will give Notice there- 
bes to any of the {aid Societies. 8085 


N. B. 22 ROY 8 in 'his De- 
gn, confine their \Proſecutions to the 
Offences mention d in this ACCOUNT. 


Anv for the Fiche preventing any Objec- 
tions from thoſe who are too much diſpos' a to 
raiſe them, againſt this neceſſary Work, that 
there is more Regard had to the Puniſhment, 
than to the Converſion of profane and vicious 
Perſons; it may not be improper to acquaint the 
World: That in Conjunction with the other 


pious and proper Method of Inſtruction, Ad- 
monition, and Reproof, the mer of Books 
written and, zublibed ſon the and the like 
Ends; and gen at thei own Charge, 


are calenla * Four hundred * 
forty four Thouſand 2 


% 


1 


—— RIS a 3% @ - 4 0 — . = 
"a — Fs. 45 *— . = 
” 5 7 —_— — a 


—— — < 
— 


—— 


E 
— 


—— 


9 
= oy £ ne "Bn? 


* - — — -—— mg 
— = — d _ 


— — 
22 


— 

ME PETS 
1 * 

* Ez . 


L 32.J 
| Was 
* 1 


— 


NB. It muſt ever be moſt thankfully ac- 


knowledg d by all, who wiſh well to Mankind, 
and the Proſperity of the Goyernment, That 
the Juſtices of the Peace of the CoMMartitee 
appointed at the Seſſions of the Peace for. the 
City and Liberty of J/eRminſtcr, for Suppreſ- 
ſing of the N7Zht-Houſes and other Diſorderly 
Hoilſes, Cc. have been very inſtrumental in Pro- 
moting this good Work, by Puniſhing as well 
the Keepers and Maintainers of a great Num- 
ber of thoſe ſort of Houſes, as alſo of many 
Lewd and Diſorderly 2 e 
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